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Introduction 

A production involves any number of people and this book no exception.  I have been 
assisted by many contrinutors who remain unknow.  As I have indicated on 

previous books and on the website, A Community of Feuars, I have largely constrained 
my research to that which is accessible through open research channel resources, 
Wikipedia and Google Maps included.  As a result, I have not used the more popular 
commercial ancestry type genealogical websites.  To this end I have not placed any 
substantial material on such sites and I would caution those who might be tempted to 
do so.  

While I have made every to trace the scource of the material used it is inevitable the case 
that many source remain obscured.  Further, apart from a couple of exceptions I have 
not sought the ‘permissions’ required if this had been a commercial money earning 
project. 

I would like to acknowledge my debt to David Trezise who runs the massive Trezise One 
Name Group Facebook page.  David has been helpful in his advice and generous in 
allowing my access to his site.  The kind volunteers behind the online website Penwith 
Genealogy have kindly pointed me in the right direction with much of the Cornwall 
material. 

I would also like to thank Daina Pocius, Heritage Coordinator City of Playford, South 
Australia for her working identifying the land documents linking James Purdie and 
John Ford. 

Corinne Fordschmid has kindly forwarded matertial related to John Ford.  

Many of the newspaper clippings have been retrived from the accessible National Library 
of Australia webite Trove. 
   
My father maintained a family connection with the name Trezise originating from 
Cornwall.  It was little to go on, but as with many other things about my father, he was 
again to be proved right. 

In this publication, I trace the maternal aspects of the descendants of Samuel Ford, 
whose son, James Ford, emigrated from Scotland in the mid-1800s and found his way 
to Ballarat in Victoria.   
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Tracing women within genealogies has difficulties.  Historically and legally, it is the case 
that a married woman takes on her husband's family name.  Further, women, 
particularly those of the working class, had no claim to real property and few left diaries 
or journals of their lives.  There is also the matter of stereotyping; not all women in the 
past were 'tied to the kitchen sink' or socially powerless as we are often lead to think.   

As I have outlined in earlier publications, Margaret Wright had her income, had access 
to a dwelling, and was recorded under her own name in the Scottish archives.  Following 
the death of her husband, Samuel Ford, it is apparent that Margaret ensured her 
children, particularly the younger ones, were educated, not an easy task in the early 
1800s.  As a result, William, Susanna, John, Samuel and James Ford were able to 
obtain employment which allowed them to raise their own families and eventually 
emigrate to Australia, a worthy inheritance by any standard of measurement.   

As we will find out, Margaret Mitchell, who married James Trezise, was also very much 
her own woman in more ways than one.  She survived a severance from her husband, 
his horrific death, and then as a widow, guided his children out of Cornwall to Victoria, 
where she married a farmer in Victoria and later died in New South Wales.  Margaret 
Mitchell was not alone.  Margaret Hall left a comfortable life in Portloe before sailing to 
Australia, apparently on her own, demonstrating a determination to remain 
independent.  

In this publication I examine the connection with the Trezise, Cornish and Hall familes.  
The accompanying genealogical trees for the Trezise, Hall and Cornish families will give 
some idea of the complexity of the task.  

The Trezise, Cornish, and Hall families' families can all be traced back to Cornwall.  
However, unlike Scotland, with its very organised and searchable archives, the English 
archives are limited in scope and time.  The General Register Office (GRO) for England 
and Wales only documents births and deaths, and these records extend back to 1837.  
Nor does the GRO keep any records of English census details.  The result is that the 
researcher has to rely on other sources of family records. 

For those not familiar with the English system, accessing these archives can be 
challenging unless one knows something about the local multiple divisions of local 
governance.  Unlike Scotland, the rest of the UK has no centralised, searchable 
database.  Therefore, it is first necessary to identify the local government area where one 
ancestors may have resided to access local records.  I have spent many frustrating 
hours working out how to access the English records, which, as it turns out, are 
generally kept by volunteers operating in various ways, under multiple names with 
differing forms of keeping their archives and their websites. 
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As far as the maternal genealogical lines of descent are concerned, they all narrow down 
to the area at the western end of Cornwall, where both the Cornish and the Trezise 
families were living in the early 1800s. 

Briefly, Hugh Trezise, the son of James Trezise and Margaret Mitchell, married Margaret 
Hall in West Melbourne.  Their daughter, Florence Maud Trezise, married Joseph Allen 
Cornish, the son of Richard Cornish and Sarah Piper, in Sandhurst (Bendigo).  Joseph 
Allen Cornish and Florence Maud Trezise's daughter, Florence Josephine Margaret 
Cornish, married William Ford, my father. 

My initial attempts to negotiate the various and confusing websites were frustrated until 
I stumbled on the Penwith Genealogy website, which allows access to genealogical data 
collected across Cornwall.   Ironically, I was almost immediately directed to an 
Australian website, Trezise One Family Group, administered by David Trezise.  All of 
which demonstrate how helpful the internet has been without using expensive 
commercial genealogical websites. 

Historically, both the Trezise and Cornish families can be associated with Cornwall 
mining areas.  The family name Trezise is closely related to the St Just area, while the 
name Cornish is associated with the Germoe/Breage area.  As we will find out, the Hall 
family were not of mining stock but were related to the fortunes of working for the UK 
Coastguard.  

There was an affinity between Cornwall and mining ventures across the Australian 
colonies in the early nineteenth century, mainly when copper was discovered in South 
Australia.  The Colony of South Australia, unlike the other Australian colonies, was not 
established as a penal colony, a matter which no doubt appealed to many.  Many 
Cornish miners flocked to the colonies and South Australia in particular.  These men 
also bought the revolutionary Cornish steam engine with them.   

Given the downturn in the tin and copper mining in Cornwall during the early 1800s, 
South Australia became an attractive alternative.  Many articles appeared in the local 
newspaper appealing to workers.   In the Friday 12 April 1839 edition of The West Briton 
and Cornwall Advertiser, a lengthy article explains emigration's historical 
implementations which I have encluded as an appendix.  

I begin with a brief history of mining in Cornwall before documenting the record 
concerning the Cornish, Trezise and Hall families.  I then detail those of Samuel Ford’s 
family who emigrated to South ASustralia.  
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Cornwall 

What do they know of Cornwall, who only Cornwall know? 

Cornwall is a Duchy and can veto Westminster, so there!  

I f you passed through the city of Truro in Cornwall in 2014, you might have noticed 
some graffiti painted on a railway bridge, Go Home English.  The message is 

unambiguous; Cornwall is not England.  While Cornwall is readily defined politically as 
part of England, culturally and geographically, it is one of disconnect. 

Cornwall is effectively an isthmus some eighty miles long, surrounded by the English 
Channel, the Bristol Channel and the Atlantic Ocean and bounded by the River Tamar 
to the east; anything west of the Tamar is deemed, Cornwall.  In this respect, Cornwall 
is essentially an island.  It is also best to remember that the Isles of Scilly, which lie 
some forty kilometres to the west of Land End, are also part of Cornwall but, 
unfortunately, are more often left off maps of Cornwall. 

Two hundred years ago, the best way to get to Cornwall was by boat, when sea and tide 
conditions permitted.  The only effective harbour was at Falmouth.  If travelling by land, 
you would have had to circumnavigate an estuarine maze of mudflats and salt marches 
where the tide ranges more than five meters at the high of the spring tides.  This 
terrestrial hazard was the River Fal which effectively cuts Cornwall in half at this point 
and where the town of Truro is conveniently located, offering rest for weary travellers.  A 
convenient vehicular ferry is now located near the coast, linking Falmouth and St 
Mawes, avoiding extra travel. 

Today, Truro is a civil parish and the United Kingdom's southernmost county city 
inhabited by 22,000 people.    

Historically, Cornwall's isolation impacted trade, commerce, and social mobility.  Before 
the arrival of the railway at Truro in 1859, Cornwall was difficult to access.  It is also 
important to realise that people were limited in travel in earlier years.  Either one walked 
or, if lucky, had access to someone with a horse and cart.  Restricted travel necessarily 
impacts personal relationships.  Subsequently, one's friends and acquaintances were 
necessarily limited by location, which meant that marriages inevitably reflected the local 
social geography. 

Traditionally, Cornish tin and copper were mined for millennia, and it was not until the 
mid-nineteenth century that mining declined mainly due to cheaper imports.  The cost 
of transporting minerals increased the price of Cornish tin and copper, thereby 
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Cornwall lies at the Western extremity of the English landmass.  The accompanying maps 
depict the location of places identified with the Trezise, Cornish and Hall families including, 

St. Just and St. Mawes  Some places relating to the families concerned are not marked.  For 
instance, St Buryan (Trezise) lies between Sennen and Mousehole.  Germoe and Breage 

(Cornish) are located on the road that connects Penzance and Helston.  Veryan lies 
southwest of Truro, while Portloe (Hall) lies to the east of St. Mawes on the coast.  King 
Harry Ferry lies at the narrow neck of the estuary of the River Fal south of Truro (Hall). 



contributing to the downturn in mining.  Cornwall also lacked what the industrial north 
could boast in abundance, coal.  A coal shortage escalated the cost of mining as steam-
powered pumps were necessary to continually empty water out of flooded mine shafts.  
Not being connected to the national rail system also contributed to the cost of importing 
coal.  The last mine to close was South Crofty near Helston.  The diminishing demand 
for Cronwall tin and copper provided the catalyst for many to leave Cornwall.  
        
Today, Cornwall remains sufficiently insular, being recognised as an official minority in 
the UK population with their own flag.  What then makes this corner of the UK so 
distinctive? 

Perhaps it is appropriate to turn to Philip Payton's Cornwall: A History (2017). Although 
Payton was born in Sussex, his mother was Cornish, which probably influenced him to 
join the Mebyon Kernow, the Party of Cornwall, in his youth.  Payton's interest in 
Cornwall carried over following his retirement from the naval in 2008.  Gaining a second 
doctorate through his study of Cornwall, he became a Professor of History at Flinders 
University in South Australia.  I freely draw on his work in what follows. 

Geographically and historically, Cornwall has nestled away from the rest of the English 
landmass.  The early inhabitants are known by their tribal Celtic name, Cornovii, from 
which the name Cornwall arose.  Across time, the Cornovii held out against the rest of 
Briton, having more in common with Brittany, Wales and Ireland through the Celtic 
language.  In later years, the Romans, perhaps wisely, left Cornwall largely alone.  In 
814, the King of Wessex invaded Cornwall, trigging a series and battles that resulted in 
Alfred the Great leaving estates in what became known as West Wessex included in his 
will in 880.  

Around 927, King Ætheistan fixed Cornwall's (West Wessex) boundaries at the River 
Tamar, although some commentators dispute this.   Successive intruders included the 
Vikings, where Sweyn Forkbeard, what a name for a Viking, granted Cornwall, Wales 
and Scotland 'client' statues on the payment of tribute.  Then, following the Norman 
conquest. Cornwall became an earldom, and much of the land was seized by the 
Norman overlords and transferred over the ensuing years into the hands of the absentee 
French, Latin and English speaking Norman landowners.  The locals, however, stuck 
with their own Cornish language.   

In 1497 the Cornish tin miners rebelled against the taxes imposed by Henry VII, which 
were creating personal economic hardship.  This rebellion was squashed, as was the 
Prayer Book Rebellion of 1549.  Setting the English language common prayer book upon 
the Cornish, who were predominantly Catholic sympathises, challenged the use of the 
Cornish language.  Although the Cornish could not understand the language of the 
Latin mass, they clearly understood their own culture, which was oppositional to 
English.  Twenty per cent of the Cornish population died in the subsequent wars.   
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However, and interestingly, the Cornish sided with the Royalists during the Cromwellian 
experiment (1642-1649), realising that they enjoyed privileges that the Parliamentarians 
threatened.  We are not advised whether the decision was of any benefit to the Cornish.  
The question of Cornwall's 'sovereignty', however, kept bubbling away, particularly from 
1855 to 1858.    

Throughout history, Cornwall has been a natural fortress, a refuge against the intrigues 
of others and their political wills.  One of the reasons that Cornwall was left isolated was 
its landscape.  The coastline is rugged, speckled with islets, stacks, coves and bays 
generally surrounded by high cliffs.  The seas are subject to high tidal surges, gales 
blow in from the Atlantic with surprising frequency, and impenetrable fog often blankets 
the land.  Suitable harbours and anchorages are limited except in calm weather.  Over 
the years, many harbour walls have been constructed, which now offer protection for 
many fishing vessels.  

Cornwall also lacks hills of any magnitude.  The highest point is Brown Willy at 1,378 
feet (420m), part of the granitic outcrop that is Bodmin Moor, a 200 Km2 zone of 
windswept moorland, which is the site of many Neolithic and Bronze age granite tors 
and stone circles.  The area has recently been brought into use for suitable agricultural 
and farming production.   

Lacking hills and surrounded by the sea, Cornwall's climate does not suffer from 
extremes in temperature with the effect that present-day tourism advertises Cornwall as 
the alternative to Spain or the Mediterranean.  Along with tourists popping picture 
postcards and its stunningly photogenic coastline, Cornwall has experienced a growth in 
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The remains of the Geevor tin mine perched above the Atlantic swells.  Curtesy Google Maps.



tourism and associated accommodation and service industries.  Cornwall's popularity 
and spectacular scenery have been the backdrop for TV productions, including Poldark 
and Doc Martin.   

The salient point about Cornwall is that is it different.  The terrain and its exposure to 
the Atlantic made Cornwall a landscape different to the rest of Britain as, perhaps, are 
the Scottish Highlands.  As the terrain, so the people.  The Cornish were, again like the 
Scotts, hewed from Celtic stock.  They spoke their own language and lived their own life 
independent of the rest of England.  However, unlike the Scotts, they had one thing 
going for them that enabled them better to keep their language and their culture, tin 
mining. 
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The Humble Cornish Pastie 

The Cornish Pastry, Historic UK 

The chant one might hear at an Australian sporting fixture, particularly when an Australian team is 
facing off against an overseas rival, is; 

 Aussie, Aussie, Aussie, 
 Oui, Oui, Oui. 

But few realise that the chant has a Cornish heritage which involves the traditional Cornish pastie. 

The tradition dates back to the deep shafts peculiar to Cornwall mining in the late 18th and early 
19th century.   

Mining was exhausting for the men working long hours underground on 12 hour shifts.  Hot food 
was essential and it was the case that lunch was oft times delivered hot in the form of a pastie.  
The Cornish pastie, ‘hoggan’ in the Cornish dialect, was a mixture of meat, potato, swede and 
onion wrapped in thick pastry.  Due to the high price of meat the pastie was packed with 
vegetables and was full of carbohydrates, a hearty nourishing meal designed to keep the human 
body energised.  

Distinctively, the Cornish pastie is sealed on the side, not on the top.  

The thick pastry and side crust also protected the contents from the grit and dirt caked onto the 
miner’s hands and from arsenic which was freely used in the process of mining tin.  The pastie 
also had to survive a 9.8 m/s2 drop. 

To get the food delivery quickly without negotiating the myriad of ladders descending into the 
depths of the mine the fast food delivery system was devised. 

When food arrived at the top of the shaft women would call out; 

 Oggie, Oggie, Oggie (short for hoggan). 

and would wait for the response from their menfolk below; 

 Oui, Oui, Oui, 

before dropping the pastie.



Mining, Engineering and Wrecking   

 

Such occupat ions as farmers , 
teachers, shopkeepers, carters, civil 

servants, clergy, construction and 
masonry labourers, innkeepers, grocers, 
dressmakers, and butchers, were readily 
found across Cornwall, as were the 
illiterate, who inevitably ended up as 
agriculture labourers.  Then there is, for 
Cornwall, an intimacy between the land 
and the sea, where one merges into the 
other.  Those not mariners or fishermen 
were employed in related occupations, 
such as boatbuilding, dockworkers, 
sailmakers, fishmongers, shipping 
clerks, and lighthouse keepers.  Apart 
from fishing, the high cliffs and rugged 
coastline were honeycombed with caves 
providing convenient storage places for 
smugglers, while the inlets and cays 
provided suitable sites to offload illicit 
cargo. 
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Cornwall mining above ground. 

Below ground tunnels associated with cliff top 
mining stretch out under the Atlantic Ocean.
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These photos depict a man engine 
operating at Cooks Kitchen Mine and the 

Dolcoath mine in a Cornwall.  

The top photo depicts a miner climbing a 
ladder while another miner. to the left, 
ascends on the man engine hanging 

onto the grip.  

In the lower photo three miners can be 
seen ascendingwhile other wait their 

turn on the next ‘stroke’. 

The insert shows two seperate wooden 
beams descending into the depths of the 

mine with a small platform on each 
beam.  On closer inspection you will not 

a ‘grab handle’ located on the beam 
directly above the small platform.
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The Man Engine 

In Cornwall, the man engine motive power was provided initially by waterwheels 
and later steam engines, which, through a linked a series of beams (rods) 
fastened together, reached the bottom of the mineshaft.  These rods were 
arranged to offer a reciprocating motion, typically of twelve to fifteen feet (three to 
five metres). Small foot platforms were attached to the rods at the same distance 
apart as the engine stroke and fixed platforms were built onto the shaft walls, 
spaced to coincide with the top and bottom positions of each of the moving 
platforms. The moving platforms were often small, typically 12 inches (30 
centimetres) square, to make the miner stand close to the centre-line of the rod 
and thus keep a safe distance from the sides of the shaft. For the same reason 
the grab handles were always fitted directly above the foot platforms. To go up or 
down, the miner would step onto the travelling platform and allow himself to be 
carried to the next fixed platform, where he would step off and wait.  At the end of 
the next stroke the next moving platform would line up and he could step onto it 
and repeat the process.  Miners could ascend and descend at the same time: the 
pause at the changeover point was made long enough (typically between two and 
eight seconds)[4] for two men to change places. The diagram below depicts the 
movement of miners up or down the shaft.  In the deepest mines, these man 
engines reached a depth of more than 350 fathoms (640 metres). 

The man engine not only saved miners the time involved in negotiating the 
myriad of ladders, they also saved the energy needed to exist mine, particular at 
the end of a gruelling 12 hour shift.  

Wikipedia

Sequence of the man-
engine.



The cliffs of Cornwall might now attract tourists and photographers, but in the 1800s, 
they were also home to the 'wreckers' as shipwrecks became something of an industry 
for Cornish coastal communities.  At night the darkened coastline was a danger to 
vessels powered by sail, and when ships founded, which many did, the 'wreckers' 
scavenged what was left long before anything could be salvaged by the owners or 
insurance agents.  These were the opportunists.  However, there were the 'professional' 
wreckers who placed lanterns strategically to lure unsuspecting captains into changing 
course leading their ships onto the rocks.     

The sea provided fishing and transportation, but what lay under the ground provided 
the Cornish with a continuation of work.  This affinity between sea and coast is 
dramatically illustrated where clifftop mine shafts penetrate deep underground only to 
access subterranean levels, which tunnelled out from the coastline under the Atlantic 
Ocean.   

Mining was the most crucial income earner for the population, but while the pay was 
good, the conditions under which miners, and many of their wives, worked were 
challenging and, in many cases, deadly.  Women (bal-maidens) and children were 
employed for as long as 12 hours a day above ground.  Underground the environment in 
which men worked was putrid, and miners had a short life expectancy of 23 years. 

The Steam Engine 

There are many aspects of Cornish culture that are little known or realised.   

The popular myth is that James Watt or George Stevenson invented the high-pressure 
steam engine. Not so. The high-pressure steam engine was developed by a Cornishman, 
Richard Trevithick.  

From Wikipedia we learn that Richard Trevithick was born in Illogan, Cornwall in 1771.  
His father, a mine manager, considered his son a 'loafer', and his schoolmaster recorded 
that Richard was 'disobedient, slow and obstinate'.  Nevertheless, the lad had 
extraordinary intuitive talents, mainly where engineering was concerned.  

Trevithick gained employment in the mining industry and soon realised the difficulty 
Cornish mine operators faced.  Lacking coal, the expense of importing the material 
compromised efficiency when using the low pressure and bulky low-pressure steam 
engine invented by James Watt.  While these engines were essential to power the water 
pumps necessary to keep mines from being flooded, Trevithick realised that steam 
expansion could be contained within a cylinder, creating a smaller, more cost-effective 
high-pressure engine without losing power.    
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In 1797 Trevithick built high-pressure engines utilised to hoist ore to the surface, 
machines so compact that an ordinary farm wagon and team of horses could transport 
them to mine sites.  His list of achievements and improvements to mining engineering 
and techniques is impressive by any measurement.  Unfortunately, Trevithick did not 
have a business brain and eventually was undone by a fraudulent business partner and 
died in poverty. 

Methodism 

Strange as it may seem to the outsider, 'Methodism became an integral part of the 
increasingly assertive Cornish identity'.   Not that the Cornish needed encouragement in 
that particular area of human characteristics, having ably demonstrated their ability to 
absorb and adapt over the centuries.  But it was the modest character of Robert Were 
Fox, 'an important family in the 1800s in terms of mining, trading, shipping, land 
ownership and philanthropy, … centred in and around Falmouth' 157 who exemplified a 
quiet, perhaps reserved, yet determinist character.  And like George Fox, the 'English 
Dissenter and founder of the Religious Society of Friends’ (Wikipedia), to whom, despite 
the similarity of names, he was not related. Robert Were Fox was also 'a self-governing 
character', with a particular interest in mine engineering.  He was prosperous and well-
connected within; 

a great network of Quakers whose names will be familiar to anyone who has ever lived in England.  The 
great banking houses of Barclays and Lloyds; the chocolate manufacturers – Fry, Cadbury and 
Roundtree; the firms of Allen and Hanbury, Reckitt and Coleman; Huntley and Palmer the biscuit 
people, and Abraham Darby of the iron foundry at Coalbrookedale and finally of course, to Elizabeth Fry 
the great prison reformer who was a cousin of Maria Fox their mother. (Ann Crichton-Harris, The 
Fox family of Falmouth). 

Notably, the family was a model of humility and individuality, drawing the scientific and 
philanthropic world to their door, a veritable Who's Who of the British intelligentsia.  It 
was this cradle of ideas into which John Wesley, clergyman and theologian, entered in 
the mid to late 1700s, challenging the more reckless and destructive attributes of 
Cornish individualism.  Smuggling and 'wrecking' declined while Methodism flourished, 
and by 1851, sixty per cent of the Cornish population was Methodist (Payton).  It was 
this paradoxical nature of the Cornish character that while Methodism challenged 
individualism, it was the independent Cornish characteristic that enabled Methodism to 
flourish. 

When the mines depleted, the Cornish became emigrants moving across the world, 
taking their mining skills and an indomitable spirit of self-reliance and confident 
individualism.    
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Richard Cornish 
1845 - 1906 

 

R ichard Cornish was the 
younges t su rv i v ing 

member of his family, born 
on 26 May 1844 in Gerome , 
Cornwall, to Samuel Cornish 
a n d E l i z a b e t h C a r t e r.  
Elizabeth could not write and 
signed with an 'X'. Samuel is 
recorded as working as a 
miner.  Breage and Germoe 
are about one kilometre 
apart west of Helston.     

The 1841 English census 
records the Cornish family 
living in Breage at Hendra 
Croft, which may well be a 
farm. The census confirms 
that Samuel Cornish is a 
miner and is 25 years of age, 
as is Elizabeth, his wife. It is 
well to keep in mind in the 
early days of the English 
census ages were rounded off 
to the nearest five years. 
      
T h e f o l l o w i n g c e n s u s 
conducted in 1851 confirms the record and notes the presence of two additional 
children, David and Richard. One noticeable absence is that of Samuel Cornish, while 
Elizabeth's occupation is registered as a 'pauper at home'. In the interim, Samuel 
Cornish has died of phthisis, pulmonary tuberculous, the progressive wasting disease 
that claimed many a miner's life. 

The 1861 census records that only Elizabeth and her sons, John and David, live in 
Germoe.  Richard has left home. Given the turn down in mining activity, it is probably 
not surprising that Richard Cornish emigrated to Australia after the 1851 census.  
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Germoe Parish Church c. 1905. Photo, Cornwall Parish Clerks. 
Below, map showing location of Germoe and Breage.



I have found a record of the SS Norfolk leaving Plymouth and arriving in Melbourne on 
28 July 1862 after a passage of 140 days which records Richard Cornish as a 
passenger, a miner from England, twenty-one years of age. However, this age does not 
correspond with his birth certificate (1844). Richard's marriage certificate in1867 
records his age at marriage as 22 years which fits better with his birth date.   

Richard Cornish's marriage certificate firmly locates him in Sandhurst on 7 November 
1867 when he married Sarah Piper at the age of twenty-two. Sarah, a widow, also from 
Cornwall, was aged twenty-seven. Sarah Piper was originally named Allen and was from 
the Redruth another mining area in Cornwall. The marriage certificate confirms 
Richard's parents as Samuel Cornish and Elizabeth Carter. 

The couple had several children; Joseph Allen Cornish was born in Sandhurst in 1876 
and later married Florence Maud Trezise. 

Joseph Allen Cornish's birth certificate records his father, Richard Cornish, as a farmer, 
which is an obvious mistake; there is ample evidence to confirm that Richard was a 
miner and later became a manager of mine.   

There have been four previous births for the couple, two of whom are deceased.  
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Cornsih family tree.
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Marriage of Samuel Cornish and Elizabeth Carter at Breage 19 October 1833.  
Below, Birth certificate Richard Cornish 1844.

Death record Samuel Cornish.
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English Census data for 1841, 1851 and 1861 with respect to Samuel Cornish and Elizabeth 
Carter. Courtesy FreeUKGen.
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Above, marriage certificate for Richard Cornish and Sarah Piper 7 November 1867.  Below, birth certificate for 
Joseph Allen Cornish born 6 December 1876.

Death certificate Richard Cornish 16 March 1906.

The passenger list of 
the SS Norfolk list 
Richard Cornish, 
aged 21 years, a 

miner from England.
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Photograph found in my father’s possession of Richard Cornish with his son Joseph Allen Cornish.   
The date of the photograph is unknown.



We can gain some idea of Richard's life from two newspaper articles I have transcribed 
as both are difficult to read in the download format from the National Library through 
their website, Trove.  
 
The newspaper references indicated that Richard Cornish was an experienced miner, 
eventually becoming the United Hustler's and Redan Company mine manager. He was 
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THE LATE MR. RICHARD CORNISH. 

The late Richard Cornish, whose death was announced in our issue of Saturday, was connected to the 
Hustler's and Redan mine for about 25 years, during a great portion of which time he was underground 
manager.  For the last 12 years he was manager. 

While there he introduced two inventions. One was a safety catch for [unreadable]  preventing the drum 
from running away when thrown out of gear, or in the event of the brakes failing to hold the drum. They 
were generally applied with modifications.  

The other was an appliance overcoming the difficulty of tanks used for boiling water [unreadable] when 
striking the surface of the water.  

He took an active part in establishing the Bendigo Co-operative 
Distribution Society, and for a time occupied a seat on the board 
of directors. He was also a trustee of the Arnold Street 
Methodist Church, and connected with the Star of Bendigo Tent 
for 15 [?] years.  

He leaves a widow and two sons and a daughter to mourn their 
loss.  

One son is Mr. R. Cornish, proprietor of the Woodend "Star,'' 
and for a number of years connected with the Bendigo press. 
The other son is Mr. J. A. Cornish, of the Education department, 
and the daughter is Mrs. Mitchell, wife of Mr. Mitchell, grocer, of 
Arnold-street.  

The funeral took place yesterday morning to the Bendigo 
Cemetery from his residence, Arnold Street. There was a very 
large attendance of friends, the many representative gentlemen 
connected with the mining industry, including Mr Abraham, 
mining inspector.  

Service was held at the residence, where the hymn "When I 
Survey 
The Wondrous Cross" was sung, Mr. J. Rogers officiating. The 
coffin was borne to the grave, in the Methodist portion, by 
Messrs.W. Foley, I. Manthorpe, J. Neilsen, and W. Loader, his 
fellow workmen. 

The service at the graveside was conducted by the Rev. G.A. 
Judkins, the home ‘Rock of Ages’ being sung.  The service of 
the Star of Bendigo Tent I.O.R. was read by Secretary Taylor 
and the funeral arrangements were carried out by Mt. W. 
Farmer, McCrae Street. 

Bendigo Advertiser (Vic.1855 - 1918) Monday 19 March 1906, page 5.
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PRESENTATION TO MR. CORNISH CORNISH. 

There was a large gathering at the Arnold street Methodist 
Sunday School last evening, when Mr. Richard Cornish, 
manager of the United Hustler's and Redan Company, was 
tendered a farewell, banquet by this employees at the mine, 
and others. 
  
Mr. Cornish, as has already been stated in the "Advertiser," 
has obtained six months' leave of absence in order to visit the 
old country.  He has been in the employ of the United 
Hustler's and Redan Company for over 21 years.  

After five years' service he was appointed shift ‘boss’ and 
some three years later was promoted to the position of 
underground manager.  He received the appointment of mine 
manager about nine years ago. 

At last night's function Mr. J. Rogers' presided. After the 
customary loyal, toast, the chairman called on Mr.T. Langdon 
to propose the health of ‘The Guest.’ 

Mr. Langdon said that he had been acquainted with Mr. 
Cornish for many years, and and had always found him a 
man of integrity and upright character. The appointment he 
held was sufficient, evidence of his capabilities as a mining 
manager. He (the speaker) was in a position to know how 
carefully Mr. Cornish had attended to his work. One thing 
spoke volumes for his management, and that was the 
"immunity from accidents’ which the mine had enjoyed. It 
afforded him the greatest pleasure to wish Mr. and Mrs. 
Cornish a pleasant trip to the old country, and a safe return to 
Bendigo. (Applause.) 

Mr. Langdon then presented Mr. Cornish with a massive gold 
chain and locket from the employees at the time. He also 

presented Mrs. Cornish with a gold ring. 

The toast having been honoured with enthusiasm, Mr. Cornish made a feeling response. He was 
deeply touched by the kind remarks made concerning him. . He had endeavoured to do his duty 
while manager of the mine, but had never expected to be accorded such a large farewell gathering. 
His wife and he would always value the beautiful presents, which would serve to remind them of the 
many friends they had in Bendigo. 

The coast of ‘’The Commercial Traveller’ was proposed by Mr. J. Rogers, and responded to by Cr. 
Ryan. 

Mr. Carne proposed ‘The Mining Industry’ which was responded to by the inspector of mines (Mr. V. 
Abraham). 

Harmony was contributed by several of those present. 

Mr. Cornish will leave for. England by the S.S. Persic on 30th inst.  During his absence the 
management of the mine will be in charge of Mr. J. Langdon. 

Bendigo Advertiser (Vic.1855 - 1918) Wednesday 21 May 1902, page 3



instrumental in developing safety methods for mining operations. I have endeavoured to 
find other references to the two 'inventions' mentioned in the article on the late Mr 
Richard Cornish without success. There is also a reference to Star of Bendigo Tent 
I.O.R. 
 
The Independent Order of Rechabites (IOR), also known as the Sons and Daughters of 
Rechab, is a fraternal order based upon the Old Testament scriptural commandment 
found in Jeremiah 35:6 ff; 

We do not drink wine' … for our forefather Jonadab son of Rechab, commanded us. 
'Neither you nor your descendants are ever to drink wine. Nor are you ever to build a 
house or sow seed or plant a vineyard. Those things are not for you. Instead, you must live 
in tents all your lives …   

The IOR is essential a temperance based friendly society working for the benefit of the 
community and has been active in Australia since 1835. 

In Bendigo on 16 March 1906, Richard Cornish died of phthisis, the same disease as his 
father. His death certificate otherwise confirms the previous record.    
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Joseph Allen Cornish 
1878-1928 

Joseph Allen Cornish and Florence Maud Trezise were married in Bendigo on 8 
January 1902.    

The wedding sounds as if it might have been the social occasion of the year, given the 
extensive coverage by a local reporter. Although difficult to read for the historian or 
genealogist, the item does contain interesting facts. 

Joseph Allen Cornish was a schoolteacher, which may have influenced his only child, 
Florence Josephine Margaret Cornish, to follow in his footsteps and become a 
schoolteacher.     
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Marriage photograph of Joseph Allen Cornish and Florence Maud Trezise.



Joseph Allen Cornish died 2 December 1928 at Ballarat following twenty-five of 
marriage to Florence Maud Trezise when their only child, Florence Josephine Margaret 
Cornish, was sixteen years of age. His death certificate records that his parents were 
Richard Cornish, a mining manager, and Sarah Allen. The death certificate confirms his 
father as Richard Cornish, a mining manager in Cornwall, England, who had married 
Elizabeth Carter. 

It is probably the case that the forename Allen acknowledges Richard Cornish's wife's 
family's name, Sarah Allen.      

Florence Josephine Margaret Cornish, my mother, was an only child. She was born in 
Bendigo in 1912.  

My parents were schoolteachers; however I have never learnt how they met and, 
unfortunately, I don't know much about their lives until after their marriage. My mother 
and father were married in 1942 in Little Hampton in South Australia.  
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Five portraits of Joseph Allen Cornish
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Joseph Allen Cornish death certificate.

Florence Josephine Margaret Cornish at nine years of age and balcony photograph taken after a 
game of golf at an unknown location and unknown date.

Birth certificate, Florence Josephine Margaret Cornish Birth.  Her father, Joseph Allen Cornish was born at 
Porepunkah, near Bright, Victoria
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Given the ‘write up’ of the marriage of 
Florence Maud Trezise and Joseph Allen 

Cornish, the son of the ‘well known 
manager of the United Hustler’s and 

Redan mine’, Richard Cornish it reads 
very much like the ‘wedding of the year’ 

as ’40 guests’ attended the wedding 
breakfast. 

I have tried to enhace the copy as the 
report does contain some interesting 

historical references. 



James Trezise 
1800-1859 

T he name Trezise, with variations in the spelling, has a long history in both Cornwall 
and Australia.  A Facebook page is dedicated to the Trezise One Name Group of 

families.  I have collaborated with David Trezise, the website's administrator, on several 
issues, and he has been most helpful in providing additional information.  
Unfortunately, despite the extensive coverage of the family, there is an opacity of details 
concerning the Trezise/Cornish connection.    
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The Trezise family tree.  There is also a record of a James Trezise born 1831 who died 1833 at Bollowall, St Just, 
and a Hugh Trezise born 1843 who died 1844 at St Just.  I have not included their names in the ancestral tree.  



James Trezise, a miner, married Margaret Mitchell on 10 January 1830 in the Parish of 
St. Just, Cornwall.  It is well to note there is a town of St. Just and a town of St. 
Buryan; both are located in the parish of St. Justine, more often shortened to St Just.  I 
have maintained the name St. Buryan as the place of marriage on the Trezise family tree 
as I follow the record of the English Census registrations.   

The 1851 English Census records the Trezise family living at Bollowall, a farm near the 
village of St. Just. Hugh Trezise is recorded as five years of age in 1851 and is 
consistent with the details on Hugh Trezise's marriage certificate.  We might reasonably 
assume that the details of the other members of the family are equally accurate. 

The 1851 census record does not mention James Trezise, Hugh Trezise's father, and a 
search of the 1851 English census fails to reveal any history of James Trezise.  Perhaps 
James, a miner, is at work underground, but this does not adequately explain why he is 
not included on the census form, particularly as his wife, Margaret, is acknowledged as 
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Above, marriage of James Mitchell and Margaret Grenfell, 23 February 1797.  Below, marriage 
certificate of James Trezise and Margaret Mitchell 10 January 1830.
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Tragic death of James Trezise, The Royal Cornwall Gazette, Thursday 29 July 1859. Curtesy David Trezise. 

Death Certificate for James Trezise who died 21 July 1859 in at Saint Justin, in the Parish of St Just.   

Kenidjack Valley and 
the remains of 

Boswedden Mine 
wheelhouse. Photo, 

Wikipedia.



a miner's wife.  Importantly, she is not a widow.  Additionally, the family cannot be 
struggling financially as Margaret Grenfell is employed as a house servant.  Why James 
is missing from the record cannot be adequately explained other than there might have 
been some friction between husband and wife, which proves to be the case. 
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1851 English Census for Margaret Trezise and family. Courtesy FreeUKGen. 

1861 English Census has Margaret Trezise along with Thomas, Hugh, and Grace living at  St. Peter 
Port, Guernsey.



If we take a closer look at the 1841 English Census, we gain some idea of this friction.  
Margaret Trezise is living with her father, James Mitchell, at St. Buryan, with her son, 
Benane Trezise (Benoni Ichjabod Mitchell Trezise), now aged two years.   

Lavinia Trezise, her daughter, is recorded as eleven years of age on the 1841 census and 
is living with her aunt, Grace Daniel, at Madron, a small village some two kilometres 
north of Penzance.  Of interest is the note that Lavinia is 'niece to GD', indicating how 
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The St, Just is basically a town situated at 
the end of the English mainland, more 
commonly known as Lands End.  St. 
Buryan lies to the south of St. Just about 
five kilometres from St. Just.

1841 English Census: from bottom left to top right.   

James Trezise wife, Margaret Trezise and her son, 
Benoni Ichabod Mitchell Trezise are staying with her 
father, James Mitchell. 

James Trezise is staying with his mother, Margery 
Trezise, with sons James and John. 

Lavine Trezise is staying with 
her uncle, Grace Daniel.  

Type to enter text



local knowledge is invaluable.  At the time of the 1851 census her name does not appear 
on the census indicating perhaps that she had left home. 

James Trezise, now thirty years of age, is recorded (1841) as living with his mother, 
Margery Trezise/Bennetts, along with his two sons, James and John.   
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Passenger list SS Great Britain showing one of variations that the spelling of the name Trezise. Public 
Record Office Victoria. 

Two records of the arrival 
Margaret Trezise (spelt Treyise) 

along with Thomas, Hugh, 
Elizabeth and Grace.  The 

poster is dated 1873 some nine 
after the the family arrived in 

Melbourne in 1866. 
The Great Britain, at the time 

was the largest iron hull, steam-
power assisted sailing vessel 
vessel originally designed for 

the crossing the Atlantic.  It was 
transferred to the Australian run 
after gold was discovered and 

carried 15,000 immigrants to the 
Australian colonies.



So what was it that caused this family separation?  In the Friday edition of The West 
Briton and Cornwall Advertiser dated 15 May 1859, a notice appears that gives some 
indication; 

Caution.  A separation having taken place between me, the undersigned James Trezise, 
and Margaret, my wife.  This is therefore to give notice that I will not be answerable for any 
debts she may contract after the date hereof.  James Trezise St. Just in Penwith, March 5, 
1839. 

Whatever triggered James to insert the notice in the newspaper is unknow but his 
action was duly reciprocated by Margaret when naming their son born nine months 
later (20 December 1939), Benoni Ichabod Mitchell Trezise.  Utilising the Hebrew names 
Benoni, 'son of my pain', and Ichabod, 'the Glory of Israel has departed', would have 
sent a clear message to James and the rest of the St. Just community.  And to rub salt 
into any wound that James might have felt, Margaret incorporated her family name, 
Mitchell, into the name of the child.  Margaret was not the sort of woman that would 
necessarily take a backward step.   

But, whatever the reason for the separation, there was also a reconciliation as a further 
four children were born to James and Margaret, Thomas, Hugh, Elizabeth and Grace, all 
of whom would later accompany their mother in emigrating to Victoria. 

On 21 July 1859, James Trezise was killed in a horrific accident at the Bowellan Mine.  
Apart from a brief account of his death appearing in The Royal Cornwall Gazette and on 
his death certificate, I can find no further reference to his death. 

The next record of Margaret and her family comes from the 1861 English Census, which 
locates the family at St Peter Port, Guernsey, on the Channel Islands.  Both Thomas and 
Hugh are recorded as tin miners born at St. Peter Port.  Grace, the youngest, is recorded 
as nine years of age, meaning she was born shortly after the 1851 census and possibly 
born at St. Peter Port.  That both Thomas and Hugh are likewise recorded as born in St. 
Peter Port alerts us to the inconsistencies contained within the records. 

As mining in Cornwall was on the decline, Margaret and her family must have learnt of 
the opportunity of continuing work on Guernsey, where there was something of a 
'Channel Island Mining Boom' between 1830 and 1845, when some '250 Cornishmen 
had been imported (doubling the population)’ according to R. A. Ixer, in his Mining, 
Mineralization and Tax Evasion in the Channel Islands production.    

The next record of the family is a record of their names as 'unassisted' passengers on 
the SS Great Britain, which arrived in Melbourne on 24 April 1866.   Their names are 
consistent with the record, while the ages are not outside the bounds of possibilities 
given the times.  
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Unidentified photograph found in possession of my father.  Given what we 
know of the Trezise family this is probably a photo of Margaret Trezise with 

her sons, Hugh and Thomas, and daughters, Elizabeth and Grace. The 
hand of the shoulder of the older woman by the two males indicates a 

relationship of mather and sons.

Marriage certificate Margaret Trezise and James Caugherty.  The document confirms that Margaret’s husband was 
named Jasmes but that she has been a widow since 1845 which is at odds with James Trezise’s death cer tifiacte 
(1859).  Margeret’s parents are recorded as James Mitchell and Margaret Grenfell which accord with the English 

records.



I have found an hitherto unidentified photograph in my father's possession following his 
contain no information. The photograph of the family of five is one such photograph.  
That this photograph was in my father's possession surely indicates some family 
connection.   

The image fits with what we know of Margaret Trezise, her sons, Thomas and Hugh, and 
daughters, Elizabeth and Grace.  From left to right, there is Elizabeth, the oldest, Grace, 
in the lower position, and their mother, Margaret.  Hugh and Thomas stand behind with 
their hands on the older woman's shoulder, signifying their mother.        

Margaret Mitchell/Trezise/Caugherty 

Margaret Mitchell must have been not only resilient but pretty courageous.  After 
surviving her marriage with James Trezise she had to buried her husband following his 
horrific death, then live alone caring for a young family.  She left Cornwall for Guernsey 
later emigratimgh with her family to Victoria.  

On the 6 February 1869 she married James Caugherty, a miner from the Isle of Man, in 
Ballaarat (old spelling).  The marriage certificate is difficult to read but records that 
Margaret was a widow since 1845. We know James was killed in 1859 so the date of 
1845 cannot be correct, unless Margaret is saying something else, that perhaps their 
marriage was more strained that one might have otherwise assumed.   

James Caugherty left mining and became a farmer and moved to New South Wales.  
Margaret died in the small town of Morebringer in the south of New South Wales, near 
the town of Howlong downstream of Albury on the Murray River border. 
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Margaret Caugherty’s death 
certificate which documents her 
father as John Mitchell and her 

mother as ‘Faith formerly Gale’ is 
at odds with the English records. 
The certificate further notes in the 
last column that nothing is know 
of the surviving children of her 

pervious marriage. 



Isaac Hall 
1813 - 1890 

In order to draw together the pieces of Isaac Hall's life, I rely on the English BDMs, 
which also cover Wales.  However, these records only extend back to 1837.  As a 

result, what follows is largely gleaned from the English census records, beginning in 
1841.  I have also found some references to Isaac Hall among the Admiralty, Navy and 
Coastguard records kept at the UK National Archives. 

The UK Coastguard began in 1822 as an amalgamation of the previous preventative, 
excise and revenue services. I have elaborated in other publications concerning Robert 
Wright how he and the revenue cutter the Royal George sailed away from the Cumbrae 
station in Scotland in 1820, probably due to the planned amalgamation.  

Isaac Hall was born in 1812 at Veryan, Cornwall, joined the Coastguard at twenty-one 
years in 1834 and retired in 1865.  His death certificate confirms that he died at 
seventy-eight at Portloe, not far from Veryan, 1890. 

39

Isaac Hall family tree.



There is no record of Isaac Hall on the first English Census undertaken in 1841, 
confirming that he was living not living in England at that time.   

The first record of Isaac Hall appears on the 1851 English Census, where he is recorded 
as living at King Harry near St. Feock.  Google Maps confirms such a location, now 
known as King Harry Ferry, which lies on the River Fal downstream of Truro.  Truro is 
situated at the head of the River Fal estuary inland from the port city of Falmouth on 
the south coast of Cornwall.  King Harry Ferry was a convenient crossing point on the 
River Fal, avoiding the extended travel involved in circumnavigating the extensive 
estuarine marshes.   
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Google Maps image of Falmouth and the River Fal area of Cornwall identifying the locations associated with 
Isaac Hall.  Truro is located at the top left of the map and is the administrative centre of Cornwall with a 

population of about 20, 000.  Further south, Feock is located on the River Fal estuary while King Harry Ferry 
is not named but is located at the marker for the National Trust’s Treissick Garden location.  St. Mawes and 
St. Anthony are located at the southern secton of the map on the eastern side of the estuary.  To the north 
east lies the village of Veryan where Isaac Hall was born while further east is picturesque Portloe where he 

died.  Insert, Photo of King Harry Ferry taken from the ferry. Wikipedia Commans.



The 1851 census also notes that Issac Hall's wife, Elizabeth, was born in Eastbourne on 
the Sussex coast, where Isaac and Elizabeth no doubt met and married.  However, I can 
find no Coastguard record of Isaac's living in the area.  Unfortunately, the General 
Registry Office (GRO) of the UK does not keep records of marriages.   

The 1851 census notes four children, the three eldest, all daughters, were\ born in 
Ireland.  The eldest, Mary Ann Hall, is aged thirteen, which gives her birth year as 1838.  
Caroline Hall was born in 1840, and Margaret Hall in 1846.  James R. Hall, now aged 
four, was born at St. Mary, the initial 'R' being a transcription error.  I cannot find a 
place named St Mary in Cornwall, nor is there any record of James Hall's birth in c1847 
in Cornwall held by the GRO. 

However, there is a record I found on the Penwith Genealogy website for the birth of 
James Adolphus Hall to parents Isaac and Elizabeth Hamm in 1855 in Truro.   

In the following 1861 census, James, now aged 14, is recorded as being born at St. Just 
(Cornwall), which again illustrates the inconsistencies which creep into the record.  The 
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Isaac Hall record of joining the Coastguard at age 21. 
UK National Archives and a record found at 

Geneaology UK and Ireland (GENUKI, British 
Coastguards and their Families Index). 

Birth record of Isaac Hall courtesy of Penwith 
Geneology born to William and Elizabeth Hall 21 June 

1812 in Veryan, Cornwall.The date and place are 
consistent with the Hall record.  
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The English Census document the movments of Isaac Hall and his family across the 1851, 1861 
and 1871 Census records.



1861 census address of the Hall family is St Anthony which lies adjacent to St Mawes, a 
coastguard station on which Isaac Hall served. 

Given the census details, it appears that Isaac Hall was transferred from Ireland to 
Cornwall between the birth of Margaret Hall, born in Ireland in 1846, and James Hall, 
born in 1847 in Cornwall.   
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Death certificate for Isaac Hall who died at Portloe, 4 July 1890 at the age of 78 noting his address as 
Portloe. There is a record of Arthur Johns, a son in law, present.

1891 Census details makes note that Georgeana Hall, a grand-daughters is staying with Iass and Elizabeth Hall.  
The 1891 census finds Elizabeth now widowed and apparently moved back to her birth place in Somerset.
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Coastguard record of Isaac Hall being posted from East Ferry to St Mawes 25 May 1846. UK National 
Archives.

Two page spread of the Coastguard Record, Innisgowla (formerly Islandmore), port of Westport, Westport 
District Ireland, which lies on the west coast of Ireland.  Isaac Hall’s name appears on the right hand sides, five 

up from the bottom.  He is listed as a boatman transferred from East Ferry 12 May 1837.   Insert is an 
enlarged view. UK National Archives.



The Admiralty records of Coastguard personnel are extensive, and while available tand 
searchable online, the sheer size of the records strains the concentration span.  The fact 
that there is no search algorithm available means each page of the ledger and each line 
must be read and scanned, seeking out an illusive reference to Isaac Hall.  Fortunately, 
the name Isaac Hall is readily recognisable. Unfortunetely, I have only found the odd 
reference to Isaac Hall. 

These Admiralty records are double-page archives and information added to the 
movement of personal as demand.  As a result, one can find conflicting entries on 
different documents, which adds to the confusion when trying to trace one particular 
individual. 

One record, from the East Ferry Station in the Port of Cork, Ireland, refers to Isaac Hall 
being moved from Holywell, where he served since 1 May 1834, to Islandmore (renamed, 
Innisgowla) on the 12 May 1837 'for the good of the service'.  Innisgowla is attached to 
the Westport Station, located in the County Mayo north of Galway on the Irish west 
coast. 
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Coastguard records from the East Ferry station in the Port of Cork makes a reference to Isaac 
Hall being transferred from Holywell 1 May 1835 to Island More (Innisgowla) 12 May 1837.  The 

record is spread over two pages of the ledger, officers on one side, boatmen on the other.  
Insert, a more detailed view.  UK National Archives.



46

Images of Portloe, where Isaac and Elizabeth Hall lived following Isaac’s retirement.  



Another notation has Isaac Hall recorded as a boatman while on the Innisgowla station, 
which lies on the west coast of Ireland, while a further note documents his transfer to 
St. Mawes on 23 May 1846.  St. Mawes is located on the eastern shore of the River Fal 
estuary opposite Falmouth in Cornwall.  Given these dates, it would appear that Isaac 
Hall was stationed at Innisgowla in Ireland for nine years, 1837 to 1846, when three 
daughters were born to Isaac Hall and Elizabeth Hyde.        

While I can find to Coastguard archival record of Isaac being transferred from St Mawes 
to Feock, it would appear such transfer must have been between 1847 and 1851.  The 
GENUKI British Coastguards and Their Families Index (1841-1901), has Isaac Hall and 
his family located at Feock information, consistent with the 1851 census.  It is distinctly 
possible that I have missed sighting a notation while searching the extensive Coastguard 
archives.  However, that Isaac Hall was living in 'King Harry' street, adjacent to the River 
Fal, certainly adds credibility to the record.  Further, given the census record, we might 
conclude that James Hall was born in St. Mary, the Anglican Church, now a cathedral, 
in the nearby town of Truro.  

The frequency of transfers during May might indicate such movements took place 
regularly.   

Unfortunately, Isaac Hall was born in 1813, a date outside the GRO frame of reference 
before the first census was taken in 1841.  However, the census data from 1851 
consistently notes that he was born in Veryan (Verryan), a village north of St Mawes.  
Could it be that Isaac sought his transfer to St Mawes and remained in the area close to 
his birth where he might retire at the close of his service?  That he ended his years in 
Portloe, a picturesque coastal village a few miles from his birthplace would have been a 
pleasant retirement place, particularly for an ex-coastguard mariner.  

Searching the census records in 1841 for Ireland all return nil results, possibly because 
the GRO has no record of the census records of Ireland. 
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Hugh Trezise & Margaret Hall   

Margaret Hall was born to Isaac Hall and Elizabeth Hyde in 1846 in Ireland.  
Unfortunately, as with any genealogical matters about Ireland, it is often the case 

that searches return nil results for the reason I have indicated earlier.  We are, 
therefore, at a loss to identify where she may have been born.  

The marriage certifice of Hugh Trezise and Margaret Hall confirms much of what we 
know of their respective parents and lives in Cornwall.  But the marriage raises many 
questions. How did Hugh Trezise met and then marry Margaret Hall in a Welsh church 
in Melbourne?  Hugh Trezise is recorded as working as a blacksmith in Sandhurst 
(Bendigo) at the time of their marriage In 1872.   It is also apparent that Hugh had been 
living in the colony for six years, having arrived in 1866 on the Great Britain.  We also 
might safely assume that Hugh had moved to the Sandhurst area shortly after his 
arrival in the colony.   

The marriage certificate notes that Margaret Hall's address is given simply as 
Melbourne.  What then is the connection between this marriage and being Welsh?   

It is not as if there were no other churches built in Melbourne, the Anglican church at 
the time being almost directly opposite the Welsh church and a Presbyterian Church, 
which opened in 1837, was not far away in William Street.  Further, Hugh Trezise's 
death certificate shows that he was buried in Bendigo by Reverend W.E.H. Percival of 
the Church of England, suggesting that Hugh was not particularly 'Welsh'.  Perhaps the 
connection lay in the life of Margaret Hall's father, Isaac Hall, who served his working 
life as a boatman in the UK Coastguard since he was twenty-one years of age.   
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Marriage certifice for Hugh Trezise and Margaret Hall 29 June 1872 at the Welsh Church Melbourne accoriding the the 
rites of the Weslh Church. 



The last place we can identify Margaret Hall, now aged twenty-four, is at the time of the 
1871 census when she was staying with her parents at Portloe in Cornwall.  The census 
details also record that her sibling, Mary Ann Hall, is now married to a mason and, with 
their son Joseph Chedwiddin, is also living with Isaac and Elizabeth and her parents, 
Isaac and Elizabeth Hall.  There is also another granddaughter, Annie Jenking, staying 
in the household at the time of the census.  Isaac Hall, now fifty-eight, is retired from 
the Coastguard and living at Portloe, where he died 4 July 1890. 

The 1871 UK Census was conducted on the night of 2 April 1871, at which time 
Margaret Hall is recorded as living with her father at Portloe in Cornwall.  Some fourteen 
months later, on 29 June 1872, Margaret Hall married Hugh Trezise in Melbourne.  

Recall that at the time of the 1861 census, Hugh Trezise's' mother, Margaret Trezise, 
and her family, Thomas, Hugh, and Grace, are located at St. Peter Port, Guernsey.  For 
some reason, Elizabeth Trezise is missing from the 1861 census record.   

Hugh Trezise and his mother and three siblings, Elizabeth, Grace and Thomas, arrived 
in Melbourne on the Great Britain in Victoria in 1866.  Given these events, there is no 
obvious focal point where Margaret Hall and Hugh Trezise might have met.  In a brief 
fourteen-month period Margaret Hall leaves Cornwall, sails to Australia, meets Hugh 
Trezise who is working as a blacksmith in Bendigo and marries him in a Welsh church 
in Melbourne.  I am sure I have missed something buried in the record, some tantalising 
reference that might indicate where their paths may have crossed.      
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South Australia 

Three of the five siblings born to Samuel and Margaret Ford on Cumbrea made the 
perilous four-month passage to South Australia. 

Susanna Ford and James Purdie were the first to arrive in South Australia on board the 
Emily in 1849 with their infant Margaret. 

John Ford arrived in 1851 in what was later to become Melbourne on board the 
Cathrine Mitchell and set off for the gold diggings in Victoria.  John's experience in the 
goldfields was short-lived, and he moved to South Australia, where he commenced 
farming with his brother-in-law, James Purdie.  He married Mary Ann Hyde in 1855, 
who had arrived in South Australia with her father and mother and three siblings in 
1839. 

Samuel Ford and Euphemia Brown were married in Glasgow, where they raised four 
children.  The family emigrated to South Australia on the Clyde in 1876.  

The families must have had an impact on the South Australian rural community.  The 
names 'Bute' and 'Ardrossan' could only reflect the presence of a family with close ties to 
the same locations surrounding the Firth of Clyde back in Scotland.  There is also a 
location known as 'Fords', which can be found on Google Maps near Kapunda, a legacy 
of John Ford's association with the area. 

While there was any amount of enticement to emigrate to the colony of South Australia, 
established for 'free' settlers as opposed to penal colonies, there were some restrictions 
see Appendix).   

Leaving the old country was one thing.  Getting to Australia was something else 
altogether.  In the days before steamships and passenger aircraft, the only was by sail, a 
passage which entailed some 100 days at sea. 

In the 1800s, the nexus between health and hygiene was not widely understood.  Life 
was uncomfortable at the best of times, but on a voyage over three months, health and 
hygiene were paramount.  Apart from the complete lack of privacy, the cramped 
conditions below decks where ventilation, which was at best inadequate, became a 
nightmare, particularly when the hatches were 'battened down' as they were when 
encountering the not infrequent storm.         
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With posters like these appearing across the 
UK some promising the princely sum of 6d 
per day for the ‘commonest’ of workers no 
wonder some 20 000 escaped the confines 
of the UK each year emigrating to Australia 
over the period 1831 to 1860.  Wikipedia. 

’Sea bathing in the Tropics’, an illustration 
from a diary kept by Edward Snell aboard the 

Bolton in 1849. Courtesy Museum of 
Victoria.
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The regulations and conditions under which emigrants are to be 
selected for passages to the Australian colonies (S.A.) 

The Ships List, Immigrants to South Australia 

1. The emigrants must be of those callings which from time to time are most 
in demand in the colony. They must be sober, industrious, of general good 
moral character, and have been in the habit of working for wages, and going 
out to do so in the colony, of all of which decisive certificates will be required. 
They must also be in good health, free from all bodily or mental defects, and 
the adults must be in all respects be capable of labour and going out to work 
for wages, at the occupation specified on their Application Forms. The 
candidates who will receive a preference are respectable young women 
trained to domestic or farm service, and families in which there is a 
preponderance of females. 

2. The separation of husbands and wives and of parents from children under 
18 will in no case be allowed. 

3. Single women under 18 cannot be taken without their parents, unless they 
go under the immediate care of some near relatives. Single women over 35 
years of age are ineligible. Single women with illigitimate children can in no 
case be taken. 

4. Single men cannot be taken unless they are sons in eligible families, 
containing at least a corresponding number of daughters. 

5. Families in which there are more than 2 children under 7, or 3 children 
under 10 years of age, or in which the sons outnumber the daughters, 
widowers, and widows with young children, persons who intend to resort to 
the gold fields, to buy land, or to invest capital in trade, or who are in the 
habitual receipt of parish relief, or who have not been vaccinated or not had 
the small-pox, cannot be accepted. 



Susanna Ford 
1828 - 1910 

 

Susanna Ford married James Purdie on Cumbrae 13 August 1847.  At the time, 
James Purdie is recorded as a ploughman working in the rural area of Auchinback 

in the parish of West Greenock.  They emigrated to Adelaide with their infant child, 
Margaret, on the SS Emily, departing the Port of London on 3 May 1849 and arriving in 
Adelaide on 8 Aug 1849.  The family are included on the passenger list of the Emily as 
emigrants selected by the Colonization Commissioners London and passages paid by the 
Emigration Fund. 

There is no record of their daughter's birth in the OPRs, which means the family is in 
London awaiting departure.  A voyage of one hundred days must have been a trial for 
the family and, given the times, a wonder that Margaret survived the journey. 

James Purdie was born in Motherwell near Glasgow, while Susanna is recorded as living 
in the West Parish of Greenock before her marriage.  James Purdie died at Condowie 
near Clare, South Australia 14 June 1892.  Significantly, his death notice connects 
James Purdie with One Tree Hill. 

It is difficult sometimes to identify specific names from the statutory records.  For 
instance, I have found a record of another James Purdie, whose birth is at odds with the 
abovementioned record. 
  
I have elected to use the 1822 birth record because it contains the forename of one of 
Purdie's children, Janet Thomson Purdie, the same name as James Purdie's mother, 
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Janet Thomson, which fits the naming tradition of children.  Another daughter born to 
the couple named Jane Thomson Purdie again tends to confirm this pattern. 

James Purdie was a ploughman, a skilled occupation which entailed the handling of 
horses and a plough.  It required strength, technique and knowledge of agriculture, 
which James would use in his new home in South Australia.  I have kindly been 
forwarded copies of various land transactions from Daina Pocius, Heritage Coordinator 
City of Playford, South Australia.  The documents are extensive, and all relate to John 
Ford, who had any number of dealings in land.   
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Marriage of Susanna Ford and James Purdie on Cumbrae 13 August 1847. 
Below, birth James Purdie Motherwell17 May 1822.  Below, SS Emily passenger list
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Death Notice for James Purdie, South Australian Register, 24 June 1892 and South Australia death registration. 

Obituary from The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA 30 August 1910)   
for Mrs Susannah Purdie and a notice following the death of Margaret Ford Grigg, 



One crucial item documents the connection between James Purdie and John Ford, 
establishing a direct relationship between the family involved.  

Susanna and James Purdie's family were Janet Thomson Purdie (1852), James Purdie 
(1856), Ann Innis Purdie (1858), Jane Thompson Purdie (1861) and William Purdie 
(1865), who died as an infant.  

Susanna Ford died in South Australia on 24 August 1892.  A death notice for Susanna 
Ford notes the family's connection with One Tree Hill and that 42 grandchildren and 35 
great-grandchildren survived her.  

Margaret Ford Grigg 

Mrs Margaret Ford Grigg was born in the United Kingdom before accompanying her 
parents, Susanna Ford and James Purdie, to South Australia.  That she survived the 
four moths passage to Australia probably demonstrates the care of her parents.  The 
newspaper clippoings indicate that Margaret had moved to Broken Hill, a mining town 
in the western parts of New South Wales. I found a newspaper clipping from page 2 of 
The Sport (Adelaide), dated 24 October 1929 which retrieved from Trove.  
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Newspaper article, Sport  (Adelaide) 
24 October 1929 perhaps indicating 
some of Margaret’s interest in the 

‘horses’.  Courtesy Trove.



John Ford 
1830 - 1914 

 

John Ford was born in 1830 on Cumbrae 
and made his way to Australia as a single 

man.  Corinne Fordschmid documents his life 
extensively in her publication Once were 
Quarriers.   

In a lengthy interview at the age of eighty, John 
relates he worked on a farm and then as a 
baker before taking to the sea as a steward.  
After three trips to Calcutta, he tells how he 
'looked in' at the Great Exhibition at Crystal 
Palace in 1851 and then took the Catherine 
Mitchell to Australia.  

The Cathrine Mitchell 

John Ford recalls that he visited the Great 
Exhibition at Crystal Palace and then took the 
'good ship, Catherine Mitchell, to Australia' as a 
perhaps as a purser.  The Great Exhibition in 
Hyde Park in London lasted from 1 May to 15 
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Studio photo John Ford aged about 77 years, 
Adelaide 1909. Courtesy of Corinne 

Fordschmid.



October 1851, while the Catherine Mitchell was launched on 2 August 1852 and sailed to 
Australia on 2 October 1852 from Liverpool.  This leaves at least a twelve-month hiatus 
in John's activities between the Exhibition and the departure of the Catherine Mitchell.  
A newspaper article appears in The Empire, a Sydney-based newspaper, which indicated 
that the Catherine Mitchell, launched some two months earlier, left the Mersey 
(Liverpool) for Port Melbourne in January 1853 with 250 passengers.  A further article 
reports that the Catherine Mitchell arrived at Port Phillip (Melbourne) on 18 January 
1853.  Unfortunately, I cannot find a passenger list for the Catherine Mitchell.  

I have located a shipping notice which appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald on 2 
February 1853, particularly noting ships arriving in Victoria.  Specifically, there is a 
record of the Catherine Mitchell coming from Liverpool, on 2 October (1852), with 267 
passengers.  The date of departure, 2 October, corresponds to the date on the article on 
the Cathrine Mitchell, as does the place of departure, the Mersey (Liverpool) and the 
location of arrival.  The slight discrepancy in the passengers numbers 250/267 is 
perhaps due to the article's approximation.  On the return trip to the UK later that year, 
the Catherine Mitchell was wrecked near India.  

The life story has been documents for a nrewspaper article which appeared in The 
Evening Journal, 18 May 1910.   

MR. FORD'S LIFE STORY. 
ADVENTURES ON SEA  AND LAND. 

[By our Special Reporter.] 

‘You don't look it.’ 

‘And I don't feel it.’ 

‘Eighty not out, and batting well?’ 

‘Yes, and I'm wondering what score I’m going to 
make,’ the old man chuckled. 

I thought there was a note of sadness in the merry 
bells of his laughter. The glow of health in a genial 
face, silver hair, and silver whiskers, a disposition 
in which there was the sparkle of the Australian 
sun, a happy old manhood— these are the things I 
wrote down in my mental notebook as I sat and 
talked to Mr. John Ford at Braeside, Prospect, on 
Tuesday afternoon. The hill-slope of his life seems 
to have been set none in smooth places, and the 
journey is being made with firm foot, bright eye, 

and alert mind. I liked the strong grip of this 
veteran's hand and the rugged candour of the look 
of welcome. Where is the stoop in the shoulders 
after 80 years? It is only just hinted. You could say 
almost that the body is still well braced up, as 
though the chains forged by long years of hard 
work are loth ever to give at all. The whole bearing 
is rich in dignity. The radiant face and the hearty 
laugh, the buoyant carriage and the glitter of the 
conversation— you feel that this is how men 
should grow old, with plenty of colour in the setting 
sun! 

BORN A FARMER 

'Go right to the very beginning,’ I said to Mr. Ford in 
seeking his autobiography. 

‘I started farming’ 

‘No, no,’  I interrupted. ‘Think back 80 years from 
yesterday. It was your birthday, wasn't it?  Begin 
from there. You were born.’ 

‘Dear me. That far’?  

‘Well, I was bom in the island of Millport, at the 
mouth of the Clyde, on May 16, 1830, and, as you 
said, yesterday I was 80 not out. I feel very well, so 
far. Because I'm 80, you know, I don't think I ought 
to stay in. I have my holidays, and enjoy them like 
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the young men. They say you are only as old as 
you feel, and I don't feel quite 80 yet’. 

‘I had to start very early in life to make my own way 
in the world. My father died when I was six years of 
age. There were two younger in the family than I, 
and seven my senior. When I was 11 I went on a 
farm at Millport, stayed a year or two, and got to 
the baking trade. Stuck to that for three years, and 
learnt something that came in handy when I had to 
cook for myself. Then I took to the sea.’ 

AN INCIDENT AT SEA 

‘And, of course, got shipwrecked, like the men in 
the story books?' 

'Yes; but you are anticipating me. I made three 
trips to Calcutta as steward on a sailing vessel. 
That was in 1848, before the Suez Canal, and a 
voyage meant four months then. We carried tea 
principally. It brought 2/- [two shillings] a pound in 
England then. On the last trip we had a very 

severe storm near the Cape— eight days of it. Lost 
our boats, and the gale tore all the rigging about. 
We were hove to all the time. The seas seemed to 
come down from the tops of the masts on this little 
vessel of 300 tons. Old sailors said, ’If we get out 
of this I'll never come to sea again.' A fortnight later 
I saw a lot of them looking for another ship. Don't 
imagine I liked that gale. A sea banged me from 
one side of the cabin on the poop, through the 
dining-room door to the cabin on the other side. 
The captain was so worried about the prospects 
that he came on deck crying. I didn't feel like living 
to 80 then, I can assure you. I was a lad of 20.’ 

COMING TO AUSTRALIA 

‘When did you set sail for Australia?’ 
‘I had a look in at the 1851 Exhibition at the Crystal 
Palace, and then took boat for there. It was the 
good ship Catherine Mitchell, and we landed in 
Melbourne after 125 days. She carried about 300 
passengers.’ 

'Everybody went lo the Victorian diggings in the 
early days. You were there, to be sure?’ 

‘I was. Tried for three months, and just kept the 
larder going. I came to Adelaide, and started 
farming with a brother-in-law at Onetree Hill. But 
wait a minute. I had another experience at sea 
before that. Sixty of us sailed for Melbourne in the 
barque Mirrup.’  

‘After eight days we reached Portland. Going out of 
the bay at midnight, we grounded on a sandy 
beach. None of the sailors would tackle the boats, 
but I came from a watering place, and my mate on 
board was a Scotchman too. We got the 
permission of the captain to try and set the people 
ashore. We lowered a boat, fastened a rope to the 
ship, pulled away to land, and made the other end 
fast. In six trips we got the 60 off the vessel, which 
became a total wreck. I waited and caught another 
ship to Port Adelaide, but some of the passengers 
bought horses and rode overland. I arrived during 
1852; can't remember just when. Now we have got 
back to Onetree Hill. We put in a crop of 150 
acres, and off I went back to those jolly diggings.’ 

JONAH OF THE FIELD 

‘And struck some nuggets?’  The old man laughed 
ironically at my question. No wonder! This was the 
answer I got—  

‘I'll quickly disprove that. I took £20 with me, and 
had to borrow £5 to get home again.’  We both 
laughed at that. 
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‘The reason why I went the second time,’ said Mr. 
Ford, in defence, ‘was that I met a man who had 
been lucky on the fields previously. But I must 
have been the Jonah. My mate did well again after 
I had left him. This time I came back in a steamer 
called the Owsmanly. Let me see. Yes; that was 
the name all right, but I won’t guarantee the 
spelling.’ 

‘Oh, well,’ I interjected, ‘Constant Reader' or 'Old 
Subscriber' is bound to correct it if you are wrong.’ 

SHIPWRECKED ON KANGAROO ISLAND 

‘Anyway, I'm sure of this,’ remarked Mr. Ford, ‘that 
jolly boat was shipwrecked off Kangaroo Island. 
Evidently we had passed the light and had got 
round back of the island. The steamer ran on a 
reef in the middle of the night, but fortunately in 
fine weather. She began to settle down quickly, 
and the water was sweeping the decks when we 
left. I remember seeing a foreigner capsized out of 
a boat. He was in oilskins and big boots. He came 
up without them; took them off while he was under 
the water. We paddled about in the boats until 
daylight, and then landed on a sandy beach. Two 
of the steamer's, crew sailed to Adelaide in the 
longboat to take the news.’ 

‘The blacks fed us for a week with wallabies, and 
we made wurlies of the bushes. The Government 
schooner Beatrice took us to Port Adelaide. I saw 
the boat in Port Lincoln the other day.’ 

LAND VALUE AND CROPS 

‘Did you make another trip to the diggings?’ 

‘I did not. I got back to that crop of ours at Onetree 
Hill quick and lively. We reaped 16 bushels to the 
acre. On the plains that year there was nothing 
worth reaping. They were actually pulling the 
wheat up. Farming was just starting in earnest in 
that district. The following year a fellow bought a 
section at £5 an acre, and thought he had given a 
tremendous price. He fallowed the land, sowed it, 
got 25 bushels an acre, and realized £1 a bushel 
for it. That was Mr. Richardson. They all know 
about him up there. We sold our crop for 15/ a 
bushel. Eventually I went to Fords— the crossing 
and the station were named after me— in 1853, 
and took up three 80-acre sections. The land was 
valued at £3 an acre, and I had the right of 
purchase. I paid 15 per cent, for the money, too. 
Jimmy Martin, the founder of the big Gawler firm, 
was then a blacksmith in that town. I gave him £16 
for a wooden plough and 10 guineas. With that 
wooden plough and one wheel I used to do my two 
acres a day." 

NOT ENOUGH HOURS IN A DAY 

‘And swore, I suppose, that there were only 24 
hours a day?’ 

‘A day was never lone enough for me. I could have 
done with more daylight. But they were happy 
times. I take no credit for the hard work I did. I was 
blessed with a great constitution. I looked after 
myself. Hard work doesn't kill. Anyway, I'm living 
after a jolly long life of it. I was always up at 5 a.m. 
and usually finished at 8 p.m. —very often 2 in the 
morning. When I was trying to get the money back 
for the reaper I bought I travelled all night and 
spent the day in the fields. And then I did the 
cooking— washed up once a day. I built a house 
with the help of moonlight nights— the only time I 
had to spare." 

THE DROUGHT YEARS 

"Try sheep farming?”- 

"Let me get away from Fords first.  

I was in that country for 10 years, and had a 
square mile of land when I left. I had paid for all but 
one section of it. Mr. John Smith, of Smith field, 
bought the farm. I started at Fords with equipment 
worth £500 and came away with £5000. You asked 
me about sheep. I had 30 square miles 60 or 70 
miles above Port Augusta, and I set about to stock 
the country. The letter purchasing the sheep 
miscarried, and I missed the big drought years 
which started about 1864 or 1865. Nearly all the 
squatters around Port Augusta went insolvent. No 
rain came there for five years, so I gave the game 
up. I bought the public house near to the Kapunda 
Railway Station. I gave £3,000 for the property, 
kept it for 11 months, and then let the hotel for £8 a 
week. There was no railway to the Burra then, and 
as the terminus to the northern line Kapunda 
boomed." 

A STROKE OF LUCK. 

"And you got back to the land, I presume?"—  

"Right. I rented a farm called Invermay, near to 
Anlaby,  11,000 acres at £300 a year. The property 
belonged to the late Mr. Buchanan, father of Mr. 
Alexander Buchanan, of the Supreme Court, who 
was in England at the time studying law. The best 
crop I got was 30 bushels. I had splendid yields all 
the time I was there. The great red-rust year, when 
the farmers lost everything, I reaped 1,500 bags of 
wheat, which I sold for seed at the rate of 10/ a 
bushel. It was the year Prince George (the present 
King) was here. I got the seed from Kangaroo 
Island. It cost me 12/ a bushel by the time I got it 
on the farm. My next home was Dual Hill, close to 
Kapunda. I gave £3 an acre for 500 acres, did well 
for five years, and sold out for £5 an acre." 
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LITTLE MILLIONAIRES 

''How did you start your big successes on the 
peninsula?’’— ‘I bought a farm from Mr. William 
Long, and gave him £1,000 for his improvements. 
He had fenced and cropped about 400 or 500 
acres of the blocks of 620 acres. I got the land at 
the rate of £1 an acre. I had that farm for nearly 25 
years, The first 10 years I reaped an aver age of 
10 bushels, which was reckoned big at that time. 
Now they are getting seven or eight bags off the 
same ground. There were 980 acres altogether. I 
sold out to my son Bob six years ago for £3.000. A 
month or two ago be was offered £10,000 for the 
property. I knew the peninsula would go ahead, but 
not to the extent it has. Land bought for 10/ or 12/ 
an acre before the advent of superphosphates is 
now worth £5 or £6. I know a man who has just 
refused £5. I don't know how much he wants. They 
are all little million aires over there. The super acts 
splendidly on the very poor soil.’ 

PRESCRIPTION FOR SUCCESS. 

"What is your prescription for success, then?”— 
  
"Hard, honest work. I had to do it from the start. 1 
got my crops in in good time, and took them off 
directly they came ripe. It is easier to do that now. 
Instead of trudging after a single plough as I did 
They have five, six, and seven furrows. A farmer 
hitches his team on and sits down for the day. 
Why, they must have a little carriage behind the 
harrows for their com fort. The first reaping 
machine I had cost me £160. The first year I had 
the expenditure cleared off. I travelled the district 
with it, and got through 300 acres at £1 an acre. 
Another thing, I kept my machine in good order. A 
lot don't do that nowadays." 

And there the chat had to end. Had we been 
yarning for nearly two hours, then? Surely not! The 
clock must have been telling a lie! 

The Evening Journal, Adelaide, Wednesday, 18 
May 1910. Courtesy Corrine Fordschmid. 
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John Ford on his eightieth birthday (1910) surrounded by seven of his nine surviving children.  
Photo Corinne Fordschmid.
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Marriage Certificate for John Ford and Mary Ann Hyde. The transcript is 
included for easier reading

 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DISTRICT MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 
TRANSCRIPT 

Surname of groom FORD 
Given Name(s) groom John 
Surname of bride HYDE 
Given Name(s) of bride Mary Ann 
Year of Registration 1855 
District Name ADELAIDE 
District Number NR 
Date of Marriage 4 July 1855 
Place of marriage In the Dwelling House of John FORD, 

Thereunder not named 
Age and condition of groom Full Age 
Rank, profession or occupation of groom Stock Holder 
Place and country of birth of groom NR 
Residence of groom at time of marriage NR 
Name and surname of groom’s father NR 
Age and condition of bride Full Age 
Rank, profession or occupation of bride NR 
Place and country of birth of bride NR 
Residence of bride at time of marriage NR 
Name and surname of bride’s father NR 
Witnesses, with occupation and 
residence 

Hugh MacLEAN 
Ellen HYDE 

Celebrant John Charles MOIR 
 NR = Not Recorded 

This transcription has been extracted by Genealogy SA from copies of original District Certificates. 

The transcription is not a copy of any such certificate. The transcription may inadvertently include errors due to 
difficulties in deciphering handwriting or other problems in transcription. If you have a query on the information 
in the above transcription please return email to saghs.research@saghs.org.au 

For a Certified Copy of a Marriage Certificate please contact the South Australian Registry of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages.  

Genealogy SA is a registered business name of the South Australian Genealogy & Heraldry Society Inc.  



John Ford arrived in Melbourne 
in January 1853, and according 
to his account, 'like everyone 
else', he went to 'the diggings'.  
John does not identify which 
particular goldfield he went to 
other than 'Sinbad's Valley', but 
given the fact that the Ballarat 
gold rush was in full swing, it is 
probably the case he made his 
way to that location.  I have 
found a record of a Sinbad's 
Valley on the Ballarat archives, 
which may well be a euphemism 
for 'sailors trying their luck on 
the goldfields'.  After three 
months, John gave up and 
travelled overland to One Tree 
Hill near Kapunda in South 
Australia, where his sister, 
Susanna, and brother-in-law, 
James Purdie, were farming.  

John made another attempt at 
gold mining by 'going back to 
those jolly diggings' but again 
was unsuccessful and had to 
borrow £20 to get himself back 
to One Tree Hill, this time by 
steamer and as a passenger.  
John chose to go by ship rather 
than overland because of the 
growing danger of being robbed.  
Th is unsavoury aspec t o f 
Australia's history is not well 
acknowledged other than under 
t h e m o r e p o p u l a r a n d 
r o m a n t i c i s e d r u b r i c o f 
'bushrangers'.  I will have more 
to say about the harmful effect of 
establishing a penal settlement 
in Australia further below.  For 
the moment, i t is best to 
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Death Certificate, John Ford.



acknowledge that released prisoners, 'ticket of leave' men, and escaped convicts, all 
brutalised by the harsh and inhuman conditions of their incarcerations, were freely 
roaming the colonies.  Admittedly it was only a minority who took to robbery; most 
worked their way into the struggling communities mainly as unskilled labourers and 
stockmen.  These men created the social conditions leading to the many atrocities 
committed on First Nations People.  Importantly, the Colony of South Australia was not 
established as a penal settlement.  This aspect drew many emigrants from the 'old 
country' and undoubtedly influenced John's return to South Australia.        

The Osmanli 
 
John's choice of transport back to 
South Aust ra l i a a lmos t p roved 
disastrous.  The Osmanlı, an iron screw 
steamer, struck a reef on Kangaroo 
Island, now appropriately named 
Osmanli Reef, on 25 November 1853, 
while on the way from Port Phillip to 
Port Adelaide.  There were 48 
passengers and 35 crew on board.  All 
survived.  Being a powered vessel, one 
would have thought that the ship would 
not have ordinarily been at the mercy of 
tides and wind.  A report, however, 
reveals the probable cause of the wreck. 

The captain and crew of the Osmanli 
were adamant that the Cape Willoughby 
light was not visible on the night of the 
wreck.  On several occasions in the first 
few years of operation, reports that the 
light was not visible had been known.  
The lack of light was attributed to the 
quality of the oil used, which caused 
excessive smoking, reducing the 
efficiency of the lamp.  The government 
schooner Yatala was dispatched to aid 
the survivors arriving on 1 December 
1853. 144 

There is a newspaper article from the South Australian Register dated 30 November 1853 
with a report on the wreck of the Osmanli, which includes a letter from Morris Marks, a 
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The Adelaide Times 30 November 1853. Courtesy 
Trove. J.Ford is noted as a passenger.



wealthy businessman who arrived in South Australia in 1848.  The letter notes one J. 
Ford as a passenger. 

We can conclude that 1852-53 were busy years for John Ford, two trips to the 
goldfields, a shipwreck and a lesson in farming.  After these adventures, it appears John 
settled down and engaged in agriculture, buying land in the Kapunda area before 
marrying Mary Ann Hyde, who emigrated from Ireland.  They were married on 4 July 
1855 at the residence at One Tree Hill.   

John Ford and Mary Ann Hyde raised ten children, and I have included a list of the 
family.  There is some confusion over the second birth.  The accompanying image 
suggests that the second child's name has been corrected to read Samuel James Ford 
with a note that the child died within his first year.  It may well be that the first child, 
John Henry Ford, died, and the second child, a male, was given that name. 
  
John died on 21 December 2014 at his residence, Braeside, 11 Alexander Street 
Prospect, Adelaide.   
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The Certificate of Title 
issued under the Torrens 

Title system of South 
Australia registering the 

Memorandum of Transfer 
of title to land from James 
Purdie to John Ford dated 

17 March 1865. 

Apart from the legal aspects, this 
particular transfer inextricably links 
John Ford with his brother in law, 
James Purdie who had married 
Susanna Ford, John’s sister, in 
Scotland before immigrating to 

South Australia. 

The document records all the 
transfers of title down to the time 

when the registration of titles were 
digitised. Curtesy Daina Pocius 

Heritage Coordinator City of 
Playford.



Mary Ann Hyde 

Mary Ann Hyde, the wife of John Ford, is mentioned in an obituary following the death 
of her brother, Robert Hyde.  The transcript notes that the family originated from 
County Armagh in Ireland and that Robert Hyde and his wife Ann Jane Whitney arrived 
on the SS Ariadne in South Australia in 1839 along with their children, Robert, Mary 
Ann, James and Eleanor.   

There is also a George Hyde recorded as a passenger on the same ship who may well be 
a brother of John Hyde.   

The Ariadne left Greenock on 10 April 1839, arriving in Port Adelaide on 12 August 
1939.  The Hyde's arrived on the Ariadne, ship No. 32, to come in 1839 at Adelaide.  
George, James, John, and Robert are recorded on The Index to Pioneer Arrivals in South 
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Robert Hyde, brother of Mary Ann Hyde, from 
a Photographic Mosaic Collection of South 
Australian Pioneers at the State Library of 

South Australia  
(B 8235/1N ). Courtesy of Corinne 

Fordschmid. 

Obituary for Robert Hyde indicating the 
relationship with John Ford through his 

sister’s marriage, Mrs John Ford, (Mary Ann 
Hyde), The Register, 22 December 1914. 

Cutesy of Trove.



Australia.145  John Hyde's wife, Ann Jane Whitley, and daughters Eleanor and Mary 
Ann Hyde are missing from this record for some reason.  However, another record does 
include the whole family, courtesy of the South Australian Government archives.  On 
the passenger list, John Hyde is recorded as a carpenter/farmer, while Robert Hyde is 
recorded as a farmer. 

For those who wish to read more on John Ford and his wife Mary Ann Hyde and their 
life in South Australia, Corinne Fordschmid's production Once were Quarries provides a 
comprehensive account of his 
life and times.     
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The Hydes arrival on the 
Ariadne, ship No. 32 to 
arrive 1839 at Adelaide. 

The key to the list below;  

39/32 means ship arrival 
number 32 in the year 

1839. 146 

 George, James, John, and 
Robert are recorded on 
The Index to Pioneer 

Arrivals in South Australia.  

John Hyde’s wife, Ann 
Jane Whitley along with 
daughters Eleanor and 

Mary Ann Hyde are 
missing from this record for 

some reason.    

However another record 
(opposite) does include the 

whole family.  Curtesy of 
the South Australian 

Government archives.



Samuel Ford 
1832 -1883 

 

Samuel Ford married Euphemia Brown on 31 December 1855 in Glasgow, at lived in 
Grace Street Anderston, a suburb of Glasgow.  

In the 1841 Scottish Census, Samuel Ford, aged eight years, is recorded along with the 
five youngest of the Ford family living in Millport in 1841.  A search of the 1851 census 
data reveals that Samuel Ford aged nineteen, born in Millport, Buteshire, is now 
working as an apprentice blacksmith residing in Clyde Bank in the Burgh of Glasgow.   
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Birth Certificate for Euphemia Brown born 5 October 1828 at Tradeston, Glasgow. 
These one line entries are hard to read, Euphemia’s is the sixth entry down.



At the time of the 1861 census, Samuel Ford is living in Lancefield Street, Glasgow and 
working as a sawyer.  In the interim, he has married Euphemia Brown and their one 
child, Samuel, is now seven months old.  His nephew, Edward Jack, is staying with the 
family, as are two lodgers working as carpenters.  The last column indicates that their 
dwelling has two rooms with windows.  

71

1851 census records Samuel Ford aged 19 working as a blacksmith.

1861 census record of Samuel Ford and his family.

At the time of the 1871 Samuel Ford has married Euphemia Brown.

Birth certificate for Margaret Jack Ford providing the maiden name of her mother, Euphemia Brown.



 
The 1871 census documents that Samuel Ford and his family are now living at Grace 
Street, Glasgow.  

Samuel's wife, Euphemia Brown, was born 5 October 1828 at Tradeston, a suburb of 
Glasgow.  I cannot find a marriage certificate; however, the birth records of their four 
children do record the date and place of their parent's marriage, 31 December 1855 and 
confirm that Euphemia's maiden name was Brown. 

Their four children are all recorded as being born at Grace Street, Anderston, Glasgow, 
   

Georgina Pardon Ford b. 7 April 1858, 
Samuel Ford b. 24 August 1860, 
Margaret Jack Ford b. 2 July 1862, 
William Brown Ford b. 1 July 1864. 
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Passenger list for the Clyde with the record of Samuel Ford and his family.  The passenger covered 
a number of pages as the families were noted by sex and status which probably indicates the 

practice abroad immigration voyages of segregating for sleeping arrangements.  Courtesy Trove.



The family emigrated on the SS Clyde arriving in 
Adelaide with their children on 21 December 
1876 'as emigrants selected by the Colonization 
Commissioners London', whose passage was 
paid for out of the Emigration Fund.  

Unfortunately, it appears bureaucratic efficiency 
did not allow for the recording of children's 
names.  However, the government did pay for the 
passage of children, and there was a specific 
policy of not separating families: 
 
Samuel Ford (born in 1832) died at Minlaton, 
South Australia 21 November 1883.  The notice 
records that he died at the residence of his 
brother, John Ford, now a Justice of the Peace.  

Minlaton is located on the Yorke Peninsula in South 
Australia.  His wife, Euphemia, is recorded as living at Kapunda, indicating that Samuel 
was visiting his brother at the time of his death. 

I cannot find a record of Euphemia Ford's death through searching Genealogy SA; 
however, there is a death notice in The Adelaide Observer noting that she died on 12 
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Georgina Purdon Ford, born to Samuel Ford and 
Euphemia Brown in Glasgow, married Francis Arthur 

Thomas in Soputh Australia, I found a notice celebrating 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary appearing in The 

News, Adelaide 29 March 1930. Courtesy Trove.



February 1903 at Commercial Road, Portland, an earlier name for Port Adelaide.  A 
Google Maps check reveals a Commercial Road in Port Adelaide, confirming the earlier 
reference to Portland.  
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Death notice for Samuel Ford which 
appeared in the Kapunda Herald 27 

November 1883.   

Below, death notice for Euphemia 
Brown appearing in The Adelaide 

Observer 12 February 1903.  

There is also a marriage notice for 
Margaret Jack Ford. Courtesy Trove. 

Death notice of William Ford, son of 
Samuel Ford and Euphemia Brown,  
The Advertiser (Adelaide) 20 April 

1897. Curtesy Trove. 

Death notice for Samuel Ford, husband 
of Euphemia at His brother’s residence 

showing the close connections 
between the brothers. Kapunda Herald 
Tuesday 27 November 1883, Curtesy 

Trove.



Future Publications 

This concludes the documenting the archives with relation to the Trezise, Cornish and 
Hall familes and their reation to the family of Samuel Ford.  But what of Australia?  
What of this land that was some 3,078% larger than the UK?  What impact did the 
emigrants have on Australian, and, perhaps more importantly, what impact did the land 
have on the new arrivals and those of following generations?   

Having placed the lives of my ancestors under my genealogical, historical and narrative 
microscopes, it is perhaps fitting that I turn that lenses on my own life and subject it to 
the same scrutiny as I have freely done with others.  As one born in Australia, a fourth-
generation Australian, how do I view my place in history and within a nation that is still 
in the process of formation?  What narratives do I carry, and, importantly, how do I 
accommodate the changing nature of these narratives?  In further publications, I 
attempt to answer some of those questions. 
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Appendix   

ADVERTISEMENT - Emigration to South Australia  

MR. E. LATIMER has recently been appointed by the Colonization Commissioners for South 
Australia, Special AGENT for the SALE OF LAND in the rising and important Colony of 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, and for conducting the EMIGRATION of LABORERS desirous of 
going to that flourishing and healthy country. The necessary limits of an advertisement 
barely admit of more than a mere statement of a few of the advantages connected with 
Emigration to South Australia. The great number of settlers that have already gone out have 
laid the foundation of a colony, which from the fertility of the soil, its freedom from immense 
forests that require their clearance, incessant, and, at the commencement, unrequited labor 
- the salubrity of the climate - and the wise precautions taken by the commissioners to 
ensure an abundance of laborers to meet the demands of the many respectable Capitalists 
that have taken up their residence in the country - all promise not only the formation of a 
permanent, but of a highly flourishing community. The many evils necessarily generated 
under the old system of Colonial misjudgement will be avoided by the wise and judicious 
plans pursued by the promoters of the Colonization of South Australia, to whose excellent 
management almost every emigrant, whether capita! list, artisan, or laborer, has borne his 
unqualified testimony. 

The emigrants to South Australia will not come in contact with the mass of iniquity that 
prevails in the other Australian Colonies, as no convicts are permitted to be sent to this part 
of Her Majesty's dominion. Those who know anything about the corrupt state of society in 
our penal settlements will at once see the excellence of this arrangement, as the morals of 
the emigrants and of their children will not be liable to receive that taint and corruption which 
it is impossible to avoid where they constantly associate with persons who have been 
transported for the most heinous offences. The Colony too is not liable to failure, as the 
commissioners provide that all land shall be sold at a fixed sum per Acre, and the proceeds 
of every such sale are devoted to the conveyance of labourers free of expense, on certain 
conditions, some of which are stated below. Mr. Latimer is ready to negotiate sales of land 
at a uniform price of GBP4 per Acres, in sections of 80 acres each. The! parties making 
such purchases are allowed the privilege of selecting servants and laborers for a Free 
Passage, at the rate of one person for every £20 expended in land, conformably to the rules 
of the Commissioners. With respect to laborers wishing to emigrate the following are the 
regulations -  

1.. The Act of Parliament declares that the whole of the funds arising from the sale of lands, 
and the rent of pasture, shall form an Emigration Fund, to be employed in affording a free 
passage to the Colony from Great Britain and Ireland for poorer persons; "provided that they 
shall, as far as possible, be adult persons of both sexes in equal proportions, and not 
exceeding the age of 30 years." 
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2..With a view to carrying this provision into effect, the Commissioners offer a free passage 
to the Colony (including provisions and medical attendance during the voyage) to persons of 
the following description: 

3.. Agricultural laborers, Shepherds, Bakers, Blacksmiths, Braziers, and Tinmen, Smiths, 
Shipwrights, Boat-builders, Butchers, Wheelwrights, Sawyers, Cabinetmakers, Coopers, 
Curriers, Farriers, Millwrights, Harness-makers, Lime-burners, and all persons engaged in 
the erection of buildings. 

4.. Persons engaged in the above occupations, who may apply for a free passage to South 
Australia, must be able to give satisfactory references to show that they are honest, sober, 
industrious, and of general good character. 

5.. They must be real laborers, going out to work for wages in the colony, of sound mind and 
body, not less than 15, nor more than 30 years of age, and married. The Marriage Certificate 
must be produced. The rule as to age is occasionally departed from in favour of the parents 
of large families. 

6.. To the wives of such laborers as are then sent out, the Commissioners offer a free 
passage with their husbands. 

7.. To single women a free passage will be granted, provided they go out under the 
protection of their parents, or near relatives, or under actual engagement as servants to 
ladies going as cabin passengers on board the same vessel. The preference will be give to 
those accustomed to farm and dairy work, to seamstresses, strawplatters, and domestic 
servants. 

8.. The children of parents sent out by the Commissioners will receive a free passage, if 
they are under one, or fall 15 years of age at the time of embarkation. For all other children 
£5 each must be paid before embarkation by their parents or friends, or by the Parish. It will 
be useless to apply for a relaxation of this rule. 

9.. Persons who are ineligible to be conveyed out by the Emigration Fund, if not disqualified 
on account of character, will be allowed to accompany the free Emigrants on paying to the 
commissioners the bare contract price of passage, which is usually between GBP 15 and 17 
for each adult person. The charges for children are as follows: under one year of age, no 
charge; one year of age but under seven, one-third of the charge for adults; seven years of 
age and under fourteen, one-half the charge for adults. A passage intermediate between a 
cabin and steerage passage may also be obtained of the Commissioners at a cost 
exceeding that of the steerage passage by one-half.   Each intermediate passenger is 
entitled to half a cabin with some slight comforts in addition to those enjoyed by the 
steerage passengers. 

10.. All Emigrants, adults as well as children, must have been vaccinated. 

11.. Emigrants will, for the most part, embark at the Port of London, but if any considerable 
number should offer themselves in the neighbourhood of any port of Great Britain or Ireland, 
arrangement will, if possible, be made for their embarkation at such port. 
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12.. The expense of reaching the port of embarkation must be borne by the emigrants, but 
on the day appointed for their embarkation, they will be received, even though the departure 
of the ship should be delayed, and will be put to no further expense. 

13.. Every adult Emigrant is allowed to take half-a-ton weight or twenty measured cubic feet 
of baggage. Extra baggage is liable to charge at the rate of £2.10s the ton. 

14.. The Emigrants must provide the bedding for themselves and children, and the 
necessary tools of their own trades; the other articles most useful for emigrants to take with 
them, are strong plain clothing, or the materials for making clothes upon the passage. In 
providing clothing, it should be remembered that the usual length of the voyage is about four 
months. 

15.. On the arrival of the Emigrants in the colony, they will be received by an Officer, who will 
supply their immediate wants, assist them in reaching the place of their destination, be 
ready to advise with them in case of difficulty, and at all times give them employment at 
reduced wages on the Government works, if from any cause they should be unable to 
obtain it elsewhere. The Emigrants will, however, be at perfect liberty to engage themselves 
to any one willing to employ them, and will make their own bargain for wages. This 
arrangement, while it leaves the Emigrant free to act as he may think right, manifestly 
renders it impossible for the Commissioners to give any exact information as to the amount 
of wages to be obtained; they can merely state that hitherto wages have been very much 
higher than in England. 

Mr. Latimer will readily furnish any other information that may be required by persons 
desirous of emigrating whether as free or cabin passengers; but all communication to him 
on this subject must be postage free. ROSEWYN, Truro, February 27, 1839. 
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